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Nilgiri tahr

Tamil Nadu recently started working on a standardised protocol to count Nilgiri tahr. 

Tamil Nadu has earlier launched Project Nilgiri Tahr for its protection.
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About the Nilgiri tahr:

Nilgiri tahr is southern India’s only mountain ungulate (state animal of Tamil Nadu) and one of
the few species of mountain Caprinae.

12 mountain ungulate species are present in India.
It is a congener of the Himalayan tahr, found in Kashmir and Bhutan.
Endemic to the southern part of the Western Ghats, it is found mainly in Kerala and Tamil Nadu
between Nilgiris in the north and Kanyakumari hills in the south of the region. 

The Anamalai hills and the Nilgiris, mainly the Mukurthi National Park, are home to the 
highest number of Nilgiri tahr.

Threats: invasive plants such as wattles, pines, and eucalyptus in the grasslands. 

Copyright © 2025 IASToppers. All rights reserved. | Page 2/3



www.iastoppers.com       

About the census of Nilgiri tahr:

First time, drones may be used in the census, as the Nilgiri tahr prefers montane grasslands,
with steep and rocky terrains at an altitude between 300 and 2,600 metres above sea level. 
Survey of habitats- the Nilgiris hills; Siruvani hills; Anamalais, high ranges and Palani hills;
Srivillipudur, Theni and Tirunelveli hills; and the Kalakad Mundanthurai Tiger Reserve and
Ashambu hills. 
Significance: to understand the dynamics of population density of the ungulate spread across
the different landscapes, and its range of habitats.

Conservation status:

IUCN: Endangered
Wildlife (Protection) Act 1972: Schedule-I

Other key facts:

A component of the Project Nilgiri Tahrs aims to study the possible causes of the lumpy skin
disease that has been observed in the animal, and suggest a remedy for it.
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